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Symbolon Session 4

CALL TO CONVERSION

After spending a few moments in prayer, write
down your thoughts and reflections on the
following questions:

#1 Now is your time to enter the story of
salvation. What might you be putting
off with regard to your faith? Is God
asking you to do something right now? J
If you have been reluctant or afraid to |
commit your life to Jesus, spend some time writing about the reasons
why. Are you afraid of what your friends or members of your family
might say? Pray with the father who asked Jesus to cure his son: “Lord,
I believe. Help my disbelief!”
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#2 Read the following quote from Pope Benedict XV1I: )

“Each of us is the result of a thought of God. Each of us is willed. Each
of us is loved. Each of us is necessary.”
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List two or three roles that you play in your life, such as parent,
worker, or friend. Now consider what would happen if you didn't

live those relationships well. Who would suffer? What wouldn't be
accomplished? Say a prayer of gratitude that you have been, in the
words of Psalm 139:14, “fearfully and wonderfully made” and ask God
for the grace to help you fulfill your responsibilities with the people
and missions he has entrusted to you.

~=ugrer L s

#3 In his “Meditation on Two Standards,” St. Ignatius of Loyola,
the founder of the Jesuits, challenges us to see the real struggle .
between good and evil in the world today. Following the spirit of
his meditation, prayerfully imagine a battlefield with Jesus, the
commander-in-chief of good, on one side calling all people under
his standard (his flag). He calls men and women to follow him with
humility, patience, generosity, purity, poverty, and sacrificial love.
Next, imagine on the other side of the field Satan, the chief enemy of
all that is good, inviting people under his flag. He entices people away
from Jesus through the lure of riches, the pursuit of worldly honor
and success, pride, and lust, and he distracts them from the true
meaning of life with constant busyness and amusements. Finally, put
yourself on that field and honestly consider: Which side attracts you
the most? In what ways are you pursuing the standard of Christ? In
what ways do you find yourself lured by the standard of the devil® In
what ways can you live more for Christ’s kingdom and not Satan’s?
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